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Improvement of Conditions of the Poor is most Important
for the Human Development of Latin American Society

Chizu FUKUI

During the 1990's, the UNDPO United Nations Development Program[J proposed a human

development theory, which promoted the reduction of poverty by improving basic human

resources based on Sen's capability approach.

Both developed and undeveloped countries compiled data based on the human development

theory proposed by the UNDP. Consequently providing a means to compare situations of

human development and degrees of poverty among these countries. Following comparisons of

economic poverty and human poverty among diffrent areas of the world we found that Latin

American countries dismissed human poverty and poverty by the presence of a growing

economy and increasing national income. However, the pace of improving human poverty is

slower, while the rate of poverty remains higher than in other countries with approximately the

same levels of GNP and GDP, and in particular, when compared to Asian countries.This result

indicates that the social structures of Latin American countries determine income differences

and it is not enough for low-income people to simply be allocated wealth.

In this article, | present a review of contemporary concepts on poverty currently accepted by

many countries, and also, on income poverty based on the poverty improvement theory, which

is founded on the human development theory proposed by the UNDP and World Bank. In

addition, I will examine the situation and improvement of poverty in Latin American
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countries, and income and unfairness of allocation of wealth that derives from the social

structure of Latin American countries.
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