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Regional Networking Proposals for Creative Revitalization of
Small-Sized Societies of Commerce and Industry

Takashi Todokoro

This paper analyzes the present condition of small-sized societies of commerce and
industry in Japan and discusses policies to be taken for their effective networking in the age of
internationalization.

Information revolution, economic and financial globalization, envionmantal pollution and
global warming have made it increasingly necessary for Japanese societies to innovate and
restructure themselves.

Societies of Commerce and Industry(Shoko-kai) are no exceptions. In particular, small-
seized ones in towns and villages would be losing their subsistences if they fail to adjust
themselves to globalization. On the otherhand, however, now it the thime that those small
ones could take the initiative in the reginal innovation and restructuring.

Neighbouring societies of commerce and industry should make networks and work in
cooperation in order to implement broader and more specialized services for more effective
business administration than ever before.

The keys for networking and cooperation are: to encourage the local talent, to create new
jobs for prospective successord, to equip each region with essential infrastructure that

encourages venture businesses.
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