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Urbanization and Problems Related to Poverty in Peru
— A Study of the Current Situation in the Lima Metropolitan Area

and Measures Aiming at its Enhancement —
Chizu FUKUI

In the Peruvian society, urbanization and problems related to the poverty resulting from
the concentration of population in the Lima Metropolitan Area due to the migration of
population from rural areas have become a matter of great concern.

When it comes to the enhancement of the conditions of poverty in the cities, Hernando de
Soto Peru's representative economist, strongly insists on the fact that the legalization of the
Informal Sector should be top priority. Soto's theory stresses that when it comes to the
legalization process of the Informal Sector, the creation an extralegal rule is the only way. In
addition, it asserts that the government should take measures with a view to improve the
conditions of the poor by regarding it as a matter which goes hand-in-hand with the
legalization of the Informal Sector.

The Peruvian society is faced with the following two issues; a) the creation of an
extralegal rule for the legalization process of the Informal Sector existing in metropolitan and

other poor areas, and b) the measures taken in order to enhance the condition of the poor.
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