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Discussion on Establishment of Smooth Traffic Circumstance
with Paradigm Giving Priority to Pedestrians
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ABSTRACT

Japan'’s policies on land transport which might be deemed as car-oriented policies have been
implemented due to a key role of motor transportation played in domestic distribution and
widespread of private cars. Social capitals injected into widening of roadway and installation of
pedestrian overpasses seems to lead pedestrians and/or bicycle users to make way for cars. In

turn, pedestrians or bicycle users are more damaged in case of road traffic accidents and there is
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no doubt that they are vulnerable road users. An option using grade separated crossings such as
pedestrian overpass and/or underpass to cross roadways would be effective for prevention of
traffic accidents and reduced damages from the aspect of the paradigm for emergency
evacuation. However, establishment of smooth traffic circumstance would be possible by shifting
the paradigm from car-oriented value system to pedestrian-oriented value system and should be
examined. This study discusses the shift in the value system with a case of “deleted centerlines

and widening sidewalk”.

Key words : deleted centerline, widening of sidewalk, traffic administrator, road administrator,

public pass (coined word), study of public pass (coined word)
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