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Role and problem of regional agricultural support organization
in regional farm policy
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Summary

Policies focusing on efficient agricultural entities assuming roles have been implemented
amid aging farmers and decreasing farm households. However, it is pointed out that the
Omnibus Decentralization Act and the trinity reform resulted in changes in local tax grants and
local administrations and decrease in officials and budgets of the agricultural sector. Weakening
functions of regional agricultural administration is an issue of concern. Under such

circumstance, the national regional agricultural support organization has been established for
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the purpose of supporting agricultural bearers in the context of the actual circumstance in
cooperation with regional agriculture-related organizations including regional public entities.
However, as indicated, the support organization working just as an implementing agent of
state undertaking may lead to weakening of regional agricultural administration powers such as
Japan Agricultural Cooperatives (JA) and local public entities. Weakening of implementing
bodies due to discontinuation of state undertakings is also an issue. Therefore, this paper
examined efforts of regional agricultural support organizations to support agricultural bearers

through regional agricultural policies and demonstrated their roles and challenges.
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