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A Study on the Industrial Revitalization and
Development of the Company Town
— The Challenge in Muroran City in Hokkaido —
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Summary

The purpose of this paper is to study company town'’s agglomeration of material industry
strongly affected by historically-severe economic conditions by addressing Muroran City in
Hokkaido as a distinctive case and discuss possible revitalization and new progress of industrial

agglomeration.
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In Muroran City, while core business is advancing innovative efforts toward new progress,
local small-to-medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are maintaining close business relationship with
the core business and also striving for their self-sustainability and reinforcement of industry-
government-academia collaboration.

Local SMEs have accumulated advanced technique and know-how as part of a role taken in
productive activities of core business; their reinforced self-sustainability will contribute to both
own development and increased profitability of the core business. In addition to these efforts,
Muroran City also needs to invite new enterprises which can leverage advantages of industrial

location.
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local small-to-medium-sized enterprises
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