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Summary

Ten years has passed since the Basic Act for Gender-Equal Society was enforced. This paper
reviewed from the perspective of gender equality the current situation and issues of social
policies including employment, taxation and social security, which makes implementation of the
Act difficult.

Firstly, the author introduced progress in the Labor Standards Law, maternal protection in
the Equal Employment Opportunity Law and the revised Child Care and Family Care Leave Law
and suggested that these laws should be widespread because continued female employment is
required for improvement of equal employment opportunity. Some efforts could be seen also in
implementation of the Part-Time Workers Law and the revised Temporary Staffing Service Law
to improve work conditions for irregular employers consisting of more females; these laws
contribute to reduced wage gap between males and females.

Thus, small progress has been made in improvement in equality of the employment policies
but no progress has been made in gender equality in tax and social security fields within these
10 years. For example, tax and social security policies should have neutral systems for both
males and females regardless of their lifestyle. Special tax exemption for spouse was abolished
but most of disadvantageous issues to females, including marital deduction, pension plan No. 3
and bereaved family pension, remained unsolved.

Required to turn away from “model represented by households with full-time homemakers”,
challenges in gender equal social policies would be increasingly important to achieve
employment, taxation and social security in the super-aging society consisting of various types of

households.

Keywords : gender, model represented by households with full-time homemakers,

continued employment, special tax exemptions for spouse, pension inequality
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