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International Politics of the Nobel Prize :

The Nobel Peace Prize and Japan, Japanese Nominees before World War II

Nobuhiko YOSHITAKE
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Summary

This paper aims to demonstrate using historical materials of the Norwegian Nobel Institute
how the Japanese were nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize before World War II. Two Japanese
were nominated for the prize; one was Nagao Ariga, a legal scholar nominated in 1909 and the
other was Eiichi Shibusawa, a business leader nominated in 1926 and 1927. Neither nominee
won the Nobel Peace Prize, but their nomination itself has great significance for the Nobel
Committee and Japan. The fact of Asian nominees for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1900s and 1920s
represents that the Nobel Committee has already involved Asian countries in the earlier history
of the Nobel Peace Prize and that the committee raise potentiality of the Nobel Peace Prize for
globalization. Of special note is that the committee showed interest in Shibusawa and prepared
the report. The committee definitely looked to Asians through Shibusawa’s nomination for at
least a short period during the time Westerners won all the Prizes. In turn, it is also important
for Japan that there were two Japanese who were worth the Nobel Peace Prize nomination in
Japan of that time. The major politicians and intellectuals in Japan of that time were already
conscious of the Nobel Peace Prize and campaigned for nomination, which shows that Japan
already looked to the world in the international cooperation era of 1920s. Those facts show that

the relationship between the Nobel Peace Prize and Japan started constructively and promisingly.

Key words : the Nobel Peace Prize, the Nobel Committee, Nagao Ariga, Eiichi Shibusawa,
Carl Hilty, Norway
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