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Statistical Analysis of Components and Types seen in
Basic Ordinances of Local Assemblies in Japan
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Summary

Lots of local governments are addressing various institutional reforms in the second stage
of decentralized reform process in Japan. In the midst of this trend, basic ordinances of the local
assembly enacted in Kuriyama Hokkaido in 2006 have spread to more than 60 local governments
in 3 years or less, which has affected only 3% of all local assemblies.

In this paper, we tried to analyze components and types of basic ordinances statistically
with detailed item analysis. Firstly, we measured reformability of ordinances and rate them in the

following 4 categories: (1) assembly reform, (2) assembly members’ competence, (3) citizens’
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participation, and (4) comprehensive ranking. Secondly, we focused on the initial model (first
ordinance) in Kuriyama to evaluate similarity and deviation of the ordinances using correlation
analysis and cluster analysis.

The study observations indicated that ordinances of most local assemblies were similar to the
initial Kuriyama model and relatively large difference was seen in the beginning of introduction.
It was also observed that ordinances introduced after a few years positively followed the initial

model.
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