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International Politics of the Nobel Prize:
An Introduction to the Nobel Peace Prize and Japan
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Summary

0 O The objective of this paper is to review the Nobel Prize from the perspective of International
Politics by focusing on the Nobel Peach Prize and to examine Japan’s historical involvement in
the prize. A total of 16 Japanese have been awarded the Nobel Prize as of 2009 and most of the

laureates won the prize in natural science field. In Japan, there is total belief in the Nobel Prize
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of the natural science field, whereas arbitrariness and political nature of selection were always
controversial. With due consideration of political wills in the Nobel Prize, we need to assess
significance and limitation of the prize rationally and to revaluate the role it played so far. While
not a few Japanese were nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, Eisaku Sato, former Prime Minister
was the only prize laureate; he was awarded in 1974. However, harsh criticism against his prize-
winning, which started at the announcement of the prize-winning, continuing even now, indicates
that the then Nobel Committee did not have full understanding of Asia’s and Japan’s situations. It
might be said that Sato’s prize-winning was a valuable challenge to make the Nobel Peace Prize a

global prize.

Keywords: the Nobel Peace Prize, Norway, Eisaku Sato, Toyohiko Kagawa, Eiichi Shibusawa,

Ministry of Foreign AQairs of Japan
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