THUKBERIIZE) (RIRRE R AR ER) 128 H25 200949H 31 H~50H

HHLRIEGE 351 2 R ATRTEIRIC B9 2 5452
— 2% B RS PN DI —

w2

A Study on Economic Vitalization in Hilly and Mountainous Areas
— The Challenge of Yoshino Town, Yoshino County in Nara Prefecture —
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Summary
The object of this paper is to study economic vitalization in hilly and mountainous areas

through the case of Yoshino Town, Yoshino County in Nara Prefecture, of which development has

been mainly led by the lumbering industry.
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A population decline is accelerating in Yoshino Town, and the traditional main industries, such
as forestry, lumbering, chopstick manufacturing and handmade Japanese paper manufacturing, are
in difficult situation. Economic vitalization in Yoshino Town requires promotion of new development
in traditional main industries to answer changes in market needs and also creation of the regional
brands comprehensively related to industrial resources and a wide variety of regional resources
such as the bountiful nature, history and culture. In addition, the Yoshino Town Association of
Commerce and Industry is expected to play a leading role in vitalization of the regional economy
with the support of traditional main industries which have been playing an important roll in the
regional economy working together with other regional industries.

Hilly and mountainous areas have their main industries, thus the leader in the regional

economics varies depending on the industrial characteristics and historical process.

Key word: vitalization of local economy led by private sector, the Yoshino Town Association of

Commerce and Industry, Kuzunosato Tourist Association
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