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Summary

This article has demonstrated recycle systems in China and Japan and the current situation
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of international resources-recycling and discussed feasibility of recycling-oriented society through
analysis of the results obtained from the questionnaire survey on separated collection of trash.

The results of the survey show that public sectors have undertaken collection of recyclable
trash in China and resources-recycling in this country goes on relatively smoothly. However,
it is speculated that the success is not due to higher awareness of environmental protection
or recycling-oriented society but due to big profits on sale of recyclable trash working as an
incentive. The results also reveal that most of used paper is sold to junk dealers. In Japan, in turn,
environmental awareness through separated collection of trash is higher than that in China and
trash separation commonly performed. However, the results indicate that less Japanese consumers
often use their own shopping bags than those in China and their environmental awareness does not
link to environmental behavior.

In China, recyclable trash discharged from households is looked on as marketable "commodity”,
whereas trash without any commercial value remains as a big issue because the main body and
method to bear recycling cost have not been defined. In turn, economic mechanism has not worked
in Japan: recyclable trash discharged from households is collected by municipalities and sold to
recycling manufacture. It means that municipalities need to bear the recycling cost and building of
recycling-oriented society is dependent on citizens' awareness. Consequently, a major breakthrough

will not be foreseen.
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