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Voting Behavior in the 2009 City Assembly Election in Maebashi

Tadashi MASUDA
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Summary

Maebashi city assembly election held on February 15th, 2009 attracted much attention

across Gunma prefecture due to fierce conflict between the pro-mayor group supporting Masao
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TAKAGI, incumbent major and the anti-mayor group criticizing him. The pro-mayor group fielded
many fresh candidates but failed to win a majority. In contrast with failed results of the pro-mayor
candidates, anti-mayor candidates and other candidates backed by political parties won seats.

In this paper, I prepare some models explaining voting behavior observed in this election.
Generally, there are few local elections revolving around policies. Particularly in local assembly
election, citizens are apt to choose their neighboring candidates and their policy-oriented choices
are not assumed much. However, the questionnaire for all the candidates conducted and reported
by the Jomo Shinbun, one of the major local newspapers in Gunma prefecture, allowed to clarify
the relation between major electoral issues in the election and citizens' voting behaviors. In
addition, it also allowed to analyze the course the citizens' voting behaviors were determined based
on attributes of the candidates including age, party affiliation and hometown and electoral issues.

The 3rd issue voting model was statistically significant, but adjust R-square was only 0.271

Finally, the 5th unified model of this paper was calculated as follows.

Y = 533.873X,-40.287X,+1060.166X,-712.102X,+393.647X; + 3774.537
% Y=ballot of 2009, X,= yea or nay of rebuilding of the hospital on the same site, X,=age,
Xz=incumbents and ex-members, X,=candidates from former towns and villages, X;=yea or nay of

building a new garbage disposal facility. Adj.R*=0.566
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