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A Development Proposal: Creating a Megalopolis in the Kita-Kanto-Shin-Etsu
Regional Block under the Envisioned Doshusei System

Takashi TODOKORO

This article explores cooperation over wide prefectural-spanning areas, including interactions
among cities located in the coast-to-coast zone in the central part of the Japanese archipelago and
propose that a new national axis be developed by constructing a megalopolis on the Pacific-coast-
to-the-Japan-Sea-coast belt zone in the Kita-Kanto-Shin-Etsu regional block and that the block be
designated as a shu in the envisioned doshusei regional block system.

The Kita-Kanto region, located within the 100km distance of Tokyo, has lost its regional
independence in the course of the nation's rapid construction of transportation networks. The
region has transformed itself into a satellite of Tokyo. On the other hand, the Northeast Asia
Economic Region has been growing more rapidly than the Pacific Rim Economic Region, taking
advantage of the developing economies centering on China and Russia. The on-going growith has
enabled the Japanese cities lying in the Kita-Kanto-Shin-Etsu regional block to gain in importance
both in internationl trade and in domestic economic activities as cities located in the central part of
the Japanese archipelago linking the Pacific Rim Economi Region and the Northeast Asia Economic
Region via expressways. Those cities include Hitachinaka, Mito, Utsunomiyai, Sano, Tatebayashi,
Ota, Midori, Kiryu, Isesaki, Maebashi, Takasaki, Nagano, and Joetsu. Although the belt zone from
Hitachinaka to Joetsu has been densely populated, community exchanges among the cities have
remained slow and sluggish. Therefore, it is high time active community exchanges in the zone
were promoted and a megalopolis was constructed, which would lead to establish a new coast-to-
coast national axis in the central part of Japan.

With a view to ensuring effective use of the nation's land while revitalizing the belt zone
and boosting decentralization of national government power, the development of the new coast-

to-coast axis can effectively address excessive concentration of people and businesses in Tokyo
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metropolitan area as well.
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