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World Heritage and Tourism City planning
— Approach of “Tomioka Silk Mill and Related Industrial Heritage” that Aims at World Heritage —
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Summary

The Project Gunma prefecture started since 2003 aiming to promote Tomioka Silk Mill for
World Heritage Registration, resulted in that "Tomioka Silk Mill and Related Industrial Heritage"
has been selected as domestic candidate in "The Provincial List" by Ministry of Cultural Affairs in

2007 after unfolding progressively in short term.
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Although expecting World Heritage Registration will stimulate regional economy through
tourism promotion, Gunma prefecture still has to pass a lot of hurdles which UNESCO demand
as strict standard for registration such as to prove remarkable universal value and the perfect
maintenance step of constitution assets of the sight. However, World Heritage Registration
Campaign has already activated various local movements in Gunma and now is also expected to
accelerate regional activities promoting local industry and tourism by community residents driven,
instead of administration readership.

At the same time, after inscription on "The Provincial List", tourists visit Tomioka Silk Mill
increased rapidly. This phenomena also increase further consideration on city planning through
tourism promotion of Tomioka City, such as how to build tourist accommodation infrastructure
which enable to preserve and utilize Silk Mill.

Therefore in September 2008 we carried out onsite investigation toward visitors of Tomioka
Silk Mill, in order to seek ideal method of building a tourism town from visitor's insight, including
the evaluation as tourism attractions and future practical use of Tomioka Silk Mill. From our
investigation, the followings became clear.

1) Most of tourists came by car or tour bus from metropolitan area and South Kanto. However,
They mostly visited only Silk Mill in Tomioka City and even stay short time such as within one
and half hour.

2) Most of tourists satisfied the building and tour guide of Tomioka Silk Mill. However, their
satisfaction toward exhibition contents, souvenirs in Silk Mill, and food, surrounding scenery in
town were almost lower.

3) Most of tourists highly recognized that Tomioka Silk Mill has been selected as domestic
candidate of The World Heritage. However, their recognition toward Related Industrial Heritage
which have been also inscribed on "The Provisional List", was very low.

Based upon results above it is concluded that although the number of tourist for Silk Mill
increased rapidly, at current circumstance the economic repercussion effects has been extremely
limited in Tomioka City, therefore a challenge to build a tourism town through the improvement
of exhibition contents in Silk Mill and tourism attractions in surrounded area will be expected

hereafter.
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