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Study of World Heritage Registration and
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Summary

In recent years, many local governments and residents in Japan have been engaged in the
activities toward the inscription of their cultural or natural properties on the World Heritage List so
as to obtain recognition for the properties at home and abroad and to promotion tourism. However,
the biggest goal of World Heritage inscription is to protect those heritages as shared properties
of mankind and tourism promotion is a sort of secondary purpose. In addition, since UNESCO is
raising the criteria for new inscription to the higher level year by year by tightening the screening

due to fears that imbalanced inscriptions and increased number of inscriptions on the World
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Heritage List may lead to poor conservation of those sites, the World Heritage Listing campaigns
mounted in rural areas have to review the strategies.

At the same time, soaring number of tourists after inscription on the list causes deterioration
of the environment and scenery in some World Heritage sites in Japan and how to create the
sustainable tourism becomes a challenge. World Heritage registration campaign itself is significant
for rural areas, but regardless of the success of their campaign, local governments and the
concerned parties of those areas need to understand fully the concept of World Heritage and
inscription trends at home and abroad and to address creation of sustainable tourism spots as

medium- to long-term challenge.
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