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Creating a Megacity in Central Gunma

-A Perspective Focusing on Introducing the Doshu System
and Promoting Economic Cooperation among the Areas Surrounding the Japan Sea-

Takashi TODOKORO

Japan's foreign trade has been shifting emphasis from the Pacific Rim regional economic
cooperation to that among the areas surrounding the Japan Sea. The former has had the US. as
its chief axis, while the latter has been intensified by the rapid rise of Chinese-speaking countries'
economies including China, Taiwan, Hongkong and Singapore.

Under those trade shift, port businesses in Hongkong and Shanghai in China, Pusan in Korea
and Gaoxiong in Taiwan have been growing, while those in Japan have been sluggish. There is a
serious concern that Japan might lose substantial amount of domestic businesses and Japanese
industries might be hollowed out in international trade and investment. The following five policies
should be implimented to address the concern and revitalize Japan as a whole:

(1) Beefing up Japanese port facilities located along the Japan Sea

(2) Coordinating and facilitating interactions between the Pacific Rim regional economic block

and the economic block surrounding the Japan Sea

(3) Transforming Japan into a more decentralized country with regional and municipal

governments having more administrative authority transterred from the national
government

(4) To realize (3), creating megacities by realigning and coordinating the partnerships among

the present municipalities on equal terms, not in the hierarchical relationship among them
with the biggest municipality at the top and the smaller the lower

(5) Formulating the so-called doshu system of larger regional administrative units by

integrating present Japan's Pacific coast regions and the Japan Sea coastal regions and

creating megalopoleis
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In order to realize those five policies for nationwide revitalization, it is essential as a pivotal
national strategy to formulate a shu, a larger regional administrative unit, in central Japan by
integrating the northern part of the Kanto region and the Shinetsu region. In other words, one
of the national axes, the one connecting Japan's Pacific coast regions and the Japan Sea coastal
regions, can be created by taking advantage of existing Northern Kanto Expressway and Jo-shin-
etsu Expressway. A megalopolis in Northern Kanto and Shin-etsu region can also be created
by integrating and networking cities in Central Gunma, namely, Maebashi, Takasaki, Isesaki,

Shibukawa, Fujioka and others, on equal terms and capitalizing on their strengths, into a megacity.
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