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A Theoretical Perspective on Citizen Participation :
From the Viewpoint of Governance Theory

Kimitoshi Satoh

Summary

Citizen participation is a governance system which has been widespread and developed in
local governments for a long time from around 1970s to date as an action reflecting citizens' will
in legislative process. This is characterized in that the system is adopted by local governments
on their own judgment, not pursuant to local government laws. Focusing on the system and
structure of "discipline” among actors from a viewpoint of so-called "governance theory", I discuss
governance system adopting citizen participation in this study. This is a preliminary consideration
to analyze citizen participation from the standpoint studying policymaking process based on a

theory of reasonable selection system.
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