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An Analysis of the Law-Making Process in City Assemblies in Gunma
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Summary

Recently decentralization reform is being progressed in Japan to some extent. And an
expression of "local government” is going to be established in stead of local autonomous
body. However, decentralization of local assemblies has been left behind amid ongoing local
decentralization reform. That is, local assemblies are the last frontier of decentralization reform.

In this paper, I focus on law-making processes of 11 municipal assemblies in Gunma Prefecture
and statistically reveal what deliberations were made in local assemblies. The analysis indicates
2 main findings; first, more agendas are submitted by assembly members on their own initiative
in proportion to the number of standing committees held. Second, more agendas are proposed

by Mayor in proportion to the size of the local autonomous body, which leads to increases of the
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assembly members’ roles and compensation.
Now, further development of local assembly reform is being expected and I, as an analyst,

watch proceedings through local assemblies’ formulation of basic ordinances.
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