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It was at foundation of the Meji government that Japan entered its industrial
revolution and modernization. At the time non-governmental enterprises did not
possess enough capital and technology to proceed technological innovation on
their own. This the government constructed and operated model plants in order
to transplant various moderm industries from the west. The tomioka filature was
one of the most typical government-managed model plants. Following suit small
but non-governmental instrumental filatures, one after another, were gradually
constructed throughout Japan.

Many of government-hired foreigners, who contributed to Japan's
modernization, were situated significantly during this ripe age of Japanese
history. But the leaders of the Meiji government sought to control a minimal
number of employed foreigners. With a firm air of independence and outburst of
energy, they showed grace in the midst of receiving foreign culture and western
trends. Companed to our course and unsteady steering adapted to a trend of
non-boundaries, the Meiji leaders owned admirable* ambition’ exerting ability
and vigor to dodge external pressure well, and plan and decide modernization
policies for themselves. This would be a modern criterion.
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Dictionnaire illustre des explorateurs et des voyageurs francais,1992.
Georges Bousquet,Le Japon de nos jours et les echelles de I'Extreme Orient,Paris,Hachette,1877.
Georges Bousquet,Un voyage dans l'interieur du Japon,Paris,1874.
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