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One Day of the Rual Village :

Life of the Gidra, Hunter-Gatherer-Cultivator in Papua New Guinea

Toshio KAWABE
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18
1997

In the Rual village of the Gidra, a hunter-gatherer-cultivator, living in tropical
wet lowland in Papua New Guinea, events occurred in a day of July 25 in 1997
were precisely recorded. After explanation of outline of the Gidra,
characteristics of Rual and subsistence activities (hunting, fishing, collecting,
sago exploitation and horticulture), Rual villagers' life of the day is represented
mainly on the activities. Change of the life as a hunter-gatherer-cultivator during
18 years survey period is discussed. Traditional subsistence of the hunter-
gatherer-cultivator has been conserved by their adaptive strategy for
overcoming the crisis of shortage of rainfall in wet season and earlier begin of
dry season which has ruined garden crops owing to ElI Nino phenomenon in
1997. New development plan of cutting tropical trees is causing increased
apprehension about destruction of forest ecosystem and the Gidra social system.

Keyword Papua New Guinea, Gidra, bow and arrow hunting,

horticulture, sago palm
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Casuarius casuarius

Dorcopsis veterum Tylogale sp. Phalangeridae
Wallabia agilis Echymipera spp.
Sus scrofa Cervus timorensis Varanus spp.
Liasis spp.

Crocodilus purosus

Tachysuridae

Gnetum gnemon Canarium vitiense Gnetum gnemon Ormocarpum orientale
Cycas circinalis Nelumbo nucifera
Oecophylla smaragdina

Cerambycidae

Metroxylon sagu 15 15

Dioscorea spp. Colocasia esculenta Alocasia
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mocrorrhiza
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