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A Study of Child-Family Welfare Functions in Facilities
for Women in Need of Protection

Masao HOSOI

Included are the facts we discovered as a result of our research on facilities for
women and shelter is that, according to questionnaire responses, over seventy
percent of the users of the facilities are connected to issues which result from
various forms of family problems, for instance domestic violence, in modern
Japan. Fear” is another important factor in facility use.

The following cases are quite noticeable: mother and children who have need
of emergency protection; people who suffer from mental problems or mental
handicaps; and people who are severely handicapped and need special attention
and professional assistance. Also cases of severe loneliness are evident.

Through our research we found that the present situation concerning the
protection of women is a negative sign of normalization in regard to both the
social position of women and the changing definitions of families.

We also included some concrete proposals for improvements: such as
expansion and improvement of counseling systems and ensuring facilities match
needs, including temporary shelters for women and children. Additionally, a new
focus should be made on prevention, counseling and arbitration.
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