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The Formation of Religious Landmark

In Case of the Great Goddess of Mercy ——

Yasuo TSUGAWA

Religions often provide a source of support in a variety of ways for
people,not only spiritually but also mentally.People worship various Gods
and Buddha to fulfill their need for faith.Each religion has designated
symbols,the cross and Cheist figure for Christianity,and the temple and
Buddha figure for Buddhism.

This paper focuses on the Great Goddess of Mercy as an example of a
reflectly religious figure,analyzing how it became a landmark and explaining
general and special rules attached to it.

In conclusion during the Showa era,figures of the Great Coddess of Mercy
were erected throughout Japan for the following purposes.

Spread faith in the Goddess of Mercy.

A memorial for the war dead and sufferers of war.
Sights and the view points.

Local promotion.

Many were erected where people can easily perceive emphasizing
maternal love from the feminine figures.The basic foundation of a religious
landmark is that it naturally accept by many people,and one of the most
typical is the compassionate Great Goddess of Mercy.
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