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Building Up Regional Policy Science In Geographic Perspective

Takashi TODOKORO

Centralization of administrative power in Japan has attained a higher level
of infrastructural investment.It is time for Japan to change her centralized
systems into open,horizontal network systems based on decentralization of
power.The change is inevitable for Japan to cope with the age of borderless
information and internationalization.

The change cannot be carried out without the effort of regional politicians
and administrative officers to raise the importance of regional
politics,regional economies and regional cultures to create regions that will
attract people to them.Such manpower is also expected to furnish active
information toward the international society.

Geography,as a general science of people regions,has played an important
part in cultivating such talents in the field of applied studies.The coming age
of decentralized open network society is demanding regional policy science
which is more practical and interdisciplinary than geography.
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Regional policy science aims to bring up talents who can identify and solve
problems in local and regional administrations and create appropriate
policies for the regions.It includes studies in building cooperative
relationships between academic theories and administrative operations in
the real world,which have been apt to oppose each other in former models
and methods of regional studies.It also keeps in perspective the importance
of developing assessment systems,especially of the appropriateness of local
and regional policies.
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